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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foreras—Derby Liberals presented Mr. Glad-
stone with an address vesterday, —— The stealie
ship Bolivia went ashore in the Clyde, —— Prep-
arations are being made in thoe British War Depart-
mment to send troops to Egypt. - - Some of 1II10
gurvivors of the steamer St.Angnstin were landed in
England. —— A Roman Catlolic lins beon ap=
pointed to the command of the Eighth Corps of the
German Army, ——— Lotta mwade her first appear
ance in London last meht.

Doxestie.—S. J. Soper & Co,anctioneers, of Balti-

more, have failed, =——A handred ponnds of }!III'I'I-
powder exploded ucar Kingsion, N. Y., shaking
neighboring houses, —— Theskullofs pterodacty!

has been dredged up from the hottom of the sound
by New-Haven oystermen, —— A hust of Garficld
was unveiled at Hiram College with simple exer
o8, ——— The suit against the city of Boston for
unsing Kuibbs's patent valve in her steau fire engines
has been decided in favor of 1he city. =— Large
horse-car stables at Cambridge, Mass,, were hurned.
—— President Arthur and Secretary  Chandler
are gnests of the New-England Socicty at Phila-
delphia, —— Vanderbilt has secured a viluable
franchise for ljs Harrisborg and Western roud,
Ex-Governor Lowe,of Towa,is dead. =—="The
centenary of Washington's surrender of his military
command was celebrated at Baltimore yesterday.

Crry aND SrBrRBaN.~The seventy-eighth an-
nual dinner of the New-Englaud Society took place
List night; smong the speakers were General
Grant, Mr. Lvarts, Mr. Curtis, Mr. Beecher,
and Mr, Depew, Captaiu Slocum wos found
guilty yesterday of unjustifiably and malicionsly
imprisoning his fivst mate. =——= Iu the Marié-Gar-
rison case Clinton B, Tisk testitied, === Tour
workmen were fujured by the fu ling of a scaffold
in  Washington Market, — The  erowded
stores und strects and  the  dopartures from
the depots indicated the approach of Christ-
mas. —— The story  of another  vietun
of & mock anction was told, == Incoming vessels
reported rongh wonther at sea, Twomen were
pecased of setting fire ton stable m which sixteen
borses were burned, =—— Gold valoe of the legal
tender silver dollur (1123 grains), 556,51 cents, ——
Btocks generally were dull and lower, and closed
weak.

Tug Weatnee.—Tunuse loeal observations in
dicato clear or fair weather with slight chunges in
temperature and possibly snow orruin fute in the
day. Tewperature yesterday: Highest, 319 low-
est, 259 average, 279%

The 263d anniversary of the landing of the
Pilgrims was duly celebrated last night at Del-
nmonico’s by the New-England Society of this
city. The attendunce was large and included
many men well known in publie and private life,
Some of them had been at the dinuer of the
New-England Society in Brooklyn the night be-
fore, but no bad efteets of that bunquet were
vigible. General Grant vesponded pleasantly
to the toast in his honor, Other aldress s wae
made by the Hon, William M. Evarts, Mr.
George William Curtis, Mr, Chauncey M.
Depew, Mr. Beccher, General Horaee Porter
and the Mayors of New-York and Brooklyn.
This explaing why we print on other pages of

_ this issue of Tie Trisuse a full veport of what
was said and done,

Sl BEAIETES

The conviction of Captain Slocum, of the
gchooner Northern Light, on the charge of hav-
ing malicionsly imprisoned his second mate,
Slater, is a good thing. His treatment of his
subordinate was brutal in the extreme and alto-
gether unworthy of the captain of so fine a ves-
gel as the Northern Light. It 1s to be hoped
that Judge Benedict will make the sentence s
gevere as possible, so that neither Slocwmn nor
any other American sea-captain will ever again
Yock up a sailor in a box too small te lie down
or stund up in, Striet discipline must be
maintained at sea, bt no decent com-
mander will resort to brutality, There has been
8 great deal of complaintof late years about the
needless severity of American sea-captains,
Possibly the convietion and punishment of
Joshua Slocum will have a restiaining influence
on men of his kind,

—_——

The sea-record of the last week includes dis-
asters to two ocean steamships—the St Angus-
tin and the Bolivia. The burning of the St.
Augustin in the Bay of Biscay last Sunday
was a much more terrible calamity than was at
first supposed, The loss of life proves to be
greater, and the scenes which oceurred on the
burning vessel were full of horror. The cap-
tain, who was injured, caused himself to be
drowned, and several of the erew killed them-
gelves when mad with fear. No loss of life or
gerious damage to property was caused by the
grounding of the Bolivia in the Clyde. Itis
discouraging, however, to learn that her water-
tight bulkheads were of so little use, Five of
them filled with water quickly, so that the
wessel had to be beached. Water-tight bulk-
heads are beautiful in theory and reassuring in
advertisements; but they fail too often when
put to the test,

The Senators and Assemblymen who are to
gather 8o soon at Albany will bave to consider,

s of this city. I

are needed, let them read an article to be found
elsewhere in this impression, entitled * Death-
traps in the Bowery,” Nowhere in this city are
there so many places of amusement erowded
together in so small a space, as in the short
thoronghfare leading from (Chathan-st, to
Third-ave. Theatres, concert-gardens, coneert-
gnloons and cheap musenms ahonnd  there
almost without number, and only one of these
resorts, the new People’s Theatre, is sceure
against danger by five, Most of them are
crowded nightly, and although the audiences,
except in one or two cases, are not of a high
character, that is no renson why they ghould be
burned alive. This state of aftairs is practi-
cally beyond the power of the nutlmrltiv.n to
vemedy, Inspector Esterbrook, of the Build-
jngs Burean, can order all the changes he
pleases, but he has no power to enforee obe-
dience to his orders. These facts, and morc,
will be made elear to the Legislature this win-
ter. Then, if the members fail to amend _tlm
law properly, they will be assuming a terrible
responsi bility,
THE SCENE AT ANNAPOLIS,

One hundred years ago this day the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Continental Army re-
signed his commission. Parting from his offi-
cors at Fraunee's Tavern nine days after
Evaenation Day, he had been escorted to
Whitehall Ferry hy a fow companies of soldiers
and a great throng of citizens, and had erossed
the Hudson to Paulus Hook on his way to An-
napolis, Apparently he was in in hot haste to
be released from military responsibilities which
he had assumed after Lexington and
Concord eight years before, At Philadelphin
he tarried o few days in order to close his ae-
connts with the Treasuver of the (_‘nlnniv_u. de-
positing in the Controller’s office a bill of
expenses amonuting to $61,315, the Seeret Ser-
vice money being included.  He then hastened
to Annapolis, where the Continental Congress
was in session.  On December 20 the presiding
ofticer read n communieation from him, stating
that the withdrawal of the British troops from
New-York and the disbandment of the
Coloninl  troops  rendered  his rummis.“inu
guperfluons, and  that he was  anxions
to resign it as speedily a8 possible,
He sugeested that the resignation could be
offered in writing or at a public audicnes ot
the diseretion of Congress. A resolution was
at once adopted, admitting the Commander-in-
Chief to a public andience on December 23,
and offering him a reception on the previous
evening.

Un the

appointed day there was a full attend-
anee of delegates in the Senate Cliamber of the
Stute-House, and the gallery was erowided with
ladics.  Washington, upon eatering the room,
wis  received  with  epusidera hle
alter the fashion of those days, and was
conducted 1o the table where the Presi-
dent and  the Seeretarics  were sitting.

habitual manuer, the delegates gronped them-
selves behind him, all standing until he huud

| inished. Beginning with an exchange of con-
| svatniations upon the termination of the war,

he closed with the simple words: “ Having now
“ fimshed the work assigned me, 1 retire from the
@ oreat theatrs of action, and bidding an affve-
« tionate farewell to this angust body, under
“yehose ovders 1 have so long acted, T here offer
“ my commission and take my leave of all the
* employments of publie life."

The reply to this brief address was made hy
Thomas Miftlin, president of the Continental
Congress, who had accompanied Washington to
Cambridge in 1775 2+ his aid-de-camp, but had
gubseqnently plotted against him in the dark-
est hour of the Revolution, General Miftlin had
heen eonnected with Conway’s eabal, the ohject
of which was to make General Gates the com-
mander-in-chief of the army. That was daring
the winter of 1777, when John Adams had de-
nonneed  Fabian tacties and demanded o
short and violent war,” anl when a power-
ful faction of Cougiess had  persistently
peglected and insulted  the Commander-in-
Chief and openly supported the intrignes against
him, The daty of receiving the commission
anil of expressing the thanks of Congress for the
patienee, fortitude, practical wisdom and mili-
tary genins of the Commander-in-Chicf Bl de-
volved upon one of Lis hostile erities and se-
cret enemics.  General Milllin was at onee gen-
erons, patriotic and cloquent.  His reply was a
most appreciative acknowledgment of Wash-
inglon's services to the nuited colonies,

This historie seene ended with the exchiange
of cordiul greetings and congratulations botween
Washington and the delegates,  Yorktown had
followed Valley Forge, disaster had been re-
tricved by a crowning suceess, and faction
epirvit  had  disappeared  in Congress,
When General Miltlin predicted that the glory
of their leader's virtues would not terminiate
with his wilitary commaud, hut wonld continue
to apnimate remotest ages, the delegates as-
sented with one voice,  They did not know,
however, that nothing which he hul done
while in evmmand of the army would give
greater distinetion to his fume as a disin-
terested patriot than the haste which he was
making to lay aside military honors and to re-
gnme the oceupution of a planter at Mount
Vernon.,  His modesty, the purity of his char-
acter, and the dignity with which he had
spurned the suggestion of a Nicola  that
he should accept a crown, appealed at once
to the sober jndgment of Englishmen, and to
the imagination of Frenchmen, Ho was recog-
nized almost immediately by publie opinion in
Europe ns a revolutionist without taint of am-
bition, towering in apical dignity and grandenr
of character above a nation of patriots—an army
of heroes, The judgment of his contempora-
ries in the coloniesand in Enrope has been sus-
tained as time has passed. The Commander-in-
Chicf, who retived to his home and farm when
his work was done, and who died, as Fontanes
has said, “in peace a8 a private citizen, in his
nutive land, where he had held the first rank,”
is still the bighest ideal of American charneter,

THE PORTE AND T1HE FALSE PROPHET,

It appears to be not improbable any longer
that Turzish troops will be allowed to oppose
the False Prophet in the Sondan. Tur Tris-
uNE severnl weeks ago pointed out that the
employment of these troops was the mwost obvi-
ous solution of an otherwise difficult problem,
England, with forty millions of Mahowmetan
subjects in northern India, ennnot afford to be
put in a false position with regard to them, It
is impossible, moreover, for English troops to
carry on a campaign in the desert, Anglo-Indian
troops might no doubt be brought over, and
could stand the climate, and could be relied
upon. DBut England would encounter serious
risks in employing her Indian army on such an
expedition, altogether apart from the question
of her obligations in the premises. There is a
strong party in Eugland which holds that she
has no concern with the operations of the False
Prophet or with the reconguest of the Sondan.
And if it were possible to dissociate Egypt
proper from the Soudan, this might be so.

But unfortunately for the argnment the fate
of Egypt proper may depend upon the operations
of El Mahdi, and apon the fate of Egypt may

hang that of India. In Muhwﬁfdﬂ
Lt Engl: _,;'-.-:—r.-#i._-r{-__ i

As he unfolded hiz commission and hegan to |
speak with that stately eourtesy which was his |

formulity, | cliss whose

of lower Egypt. To do that, however, without
entering the Soudan, would mvolve garisoning
Egypt perhaps for several years, ani patit-ntl_y
awaiting the Mahdi's time for delivering his
attack, The employment of Turkish troops,
however, does away with most of the existing
diffienlties, Theso troops are Moslems them-
selves, and therefore no religious issue can enter
into n eampaign conducted by them. They will
appear as the agents of the acknowledged head
of Tslam, with tho perfectly intelligible and
justifiable mission of punishing an usurper and
impostor who pretends to the Caliphate himself,
The guceess of the Turkish troops also will
probably put an end to the pretensions of the
Palse Prophet, whereas his defeat by Europeans
or giaours of any kind woald be very apt to
inflame the fanaticism of his followers, The
Turks, too, are havdy anid can stand the country.
They ean live on as little almost as the
Bedouin Arbs, and the climate does not Kill
them. They are excollent fighters, especiaily
with native tribes, and it they ae well
equipped  more may  be expeeted from such an
expedition than from one composed of English
troops,  The latter will have to act as a reserve,
no donbt, They must hold Egypt for the pres-
ent. The Khedive has it in his power to
ecompel this, and uuless recent reports are un-
founded he has already used his negative influ-
ence by threatening to resign unless the Porte
is allowed to send troops into the Soudan,
There was some indieation of hostility to
Turkish interferenee on the part of France, that
Power being fearful of her African provinees,
Hut it is evident that she has as much to expect
from Turkish action almost ns England, and
that the suceess of El Muhdi would compel her
to dispateh a large nrmy to Algeria and Tunis,

STATISTICS TERSUS SOCIALISAL

My, Giften, an eminent English economist,
has been answertng those who incessantly ery
that the rich are growing richer and the poor
poorer, by some researches in statistics. As a
result of his investigation he shows that the
common assertion on this head is not  correet,
It is trae that the vich have grown richer, but
it is not true that the poor have grown  poorer,
They have shared in the general advance,
They possess more comforts, better wages,
Dbetter health, better sanitary conditions, than
they did fifty years ago, The artisan class in
fact is distinetly better off than it was, and it
is from this elazs principally that the expression
of discontent proceeds,  Bot it s alko the ease
thut the available statisties do not cover all the
gromud, 16 the workingman of to-day is able
to procare a great many things much r|n-:|'r"-r
than formerly, one reason is that o great many
mde staryation  wages, hy
misery  the  artisan
knows anvthing of. Clothing, for exammple, is
guite cheap in Engliamd, but it
those who make it are most inadeguately paid
for their work, The lihor com-
petition plays into the hands of  manubetarers

things are ut

r".‘l1'a'l'?_\'
is 5o beeanse

tervenoss of

and teadesmen, and enaliles them to pay Panl |
(the workineman) by rolibing Peter (the nuaker |

| of the thi=est,  Onpe of the carions -IITF-i
which follows upon this state of things i< that
the Sovialists, who  have always posed s cm-
phatically wd primarily  the fricods of Labwor,
must, to be consiztont, take issue ngninst the
growing prosperity of the well or faitly  paid
worhking  clases, vod rank them  with  the

| wicked eapitalisis as proper oljeets of denunel-

| ation aud overthrow,
| dition of socicty would be one in which all

No donbt the idenl con-

clusses of workers reccivid liigh WiHges ; bt if
such a condition existed cheapness wonlil have
to disappear; and then those whose possession
of high wages now enables them to enjoy extra
comforts and conveniences wonld find them-
selves worse ofl than at present,

Yot it is quite evidently the duty of all who
nre endeavoring to ameliorte the eondition of
the llt'l‘ll_\' to begin  at the by ',.'ill.rlill;:: that is to
sy, with the poorest elass, and not with the
cliss which has already vicen above ahjeet poy-
erty. Better wages for the vietims of starva-
tion wages must be the demand of the Social-
ist.  But the moment he mises this ery lie minst
expeet that those who find  their profit in the
maintenance of cheapness will begin 1o lose

| enthnsiasm. It I8 always ensy to arouse, in

those who have nothing, interest in projects 1o
despoil those who have sametling ; but it is by
uo means so easy to interest those who liave g
litthe in sehimes which involve the snrrender
of part of that little for the benelit of those who
have nothing.,  Probably, however, the Social-
ists will eseape this difficulty by the simple ex-
pedient of ignoting Mr. Giffen's exhibits alto-
grther.

TIN CAN POISONING,

The roll of more or less sevions easnalties
resulting from the vse of eanned-food products
is aded to week by week s snd unmistakable
symptoms of metallio poisoning in many enses
indicatefa radical evil in this method of pre-
serving goods,  Careful analyses recently made
in England revealed the presence of tin in solu
tion in canned pineapples to the amount of one
and thece-tenths  graing per pound, and  the
motal was also found in apples, aspuragns,
pears, tomatoes, peaches, cherries, marmalade,
corned  beef (five brands), ox-tongne (three
brands), tripe, oysters, lobster, salmon, shrimps,
savdines  {in oil), rabbit, mutton, ehicken,
turkey, soup and econdensed milk(three brands,)
The amount of tin in the milk was about one
grain per pound. Later oMeial investigation
has detected the presence of tin in solution in
apricots, tomatoes, pneapples and eranberries,
to the extent of from one and nine-tenths to
fourteen and three-tenths graing per pound,
Probably a dose of two hundred grains of this tin
solution would be required to eanse the in-
medinte death of an average adult, and to
swallow this quantity one would have to eat nt
a meal about foarteen pounds of the most con-
taminated goods mentioned above. But the fm-
possibility of such a performanee makes the
danger none the less actual, Smaller doscs
frequently repeated moy  gradually undermine
the constitution; or they muy remain appar-
ently innocuous in the system until able to net
with cumulative and deadly foree,

The amount of metallic poison taken into
solution depends upon the nature of the goods,
the length of time they have been in the can,
und, above all, the quality of the tin, The lust
condition is the one in which an evil ean most
efteetunlly be mpprc?ul by law. 1f all the tin
plate used incan faltorics were submitted to
careful official inspection, the cans might cost
a tritle more than they do now, but housekeep-
ers would notso often find the inner snrfice
of the tin corroded when the goods were ro-
moved. And what corrosion means may be
estimated from the fact that even in the worst
samples examined by the English inspectors its
presence was  scarcely - pereeived, If an un-
corroded can taints its contents with five to ten
grains of tin per pound, what must be the con-
dition of goodsin a can entirely lined with
corrosion 1

It would bo well could glass or earthenware
Jars be substituted for tin cans as receptacles
for preserved articles of food. The next best
thing would be to make sure that only the best
quality of tinis used. But until one or the
other of these ends is attained, housekeepers
may materially lessen the risks to life and

J

health incurred in the use of eanned goods by
observing two simple rules, The first is to dis-
card as dangerous the contents of any can if, on
opening, the inner surface of the tin be found
in any measure corroded ; and the second, to
remove all the eontents of the can immediately
upon opening, placing them in a glass or china
dish if not needed atonce for consumption.
This is of great importanee, since corrosion of
the metal and consequent contamination of the
food quickly follow their exposnre to the air,
and at the inquest of one of the latest victims to
tin-poisoning the fact was brought out that she
had caten the salmon after it had been standing
in the open tin a day or two, while others, who
had partaken of it immediately after opening,
had experienced no unpleasant eonsequences,

A SILLY BUSINESS,

It is difficnlt to be serions about the grotesque
proposition to * boycott ™ Tue Trisuxe in the
interest of a few foolish printers, but we shall
try it. A week or two ago the foreman of onr
eomposing room dismissed some type setters for
ample cause. An outside trades union there-
upon ordered a strike of our whole force. A
number went out ; twenty-nine remained, and
the places of those who went were promptly
filled, The bafled Union thercupon sends its
emizsaries about town calling upon the news
denlers and our advertisers and subseribers to
withdraw their patronage forthwith, Here is
the mild and modest way in which they address
themselves to our advertisers :

New-Yorg, Dee, 17, 1880,
Mesars, ————

The trado unions and labor organizations of New-York
and viclnity (numbering 75,000 persons) have resolved not
to patronize those advertising in or subseribing for the New-
York “iribune.” Your adveriisement appears in the
Issue of Docember 160, Should you consent to withdraw
it by the 234 Inat,, the severn] organizations will be im-
wediately notifledo ¢ your action.

Respectfully youra,
NEW-YORK TYPOGRAPUICAL UNION NO, 6,

This is only an exaggeration of abont a
thousand for one, This circular really does
represent about seventy-five very mad and
very disappointed tricksters, No one who
knows the business men of  New-York
needs to be  told  how they  treated
this impertinence, Without an exception every
one from whom we have heard responded by
saying that, to a threat of this sort they should
make no answer except to increase their orders,
allairs

We  mrely obtrude our  private

upon the publie, and  certainly  should
not in this  case, execpt  to  correet
malicions  misrepresentations of  discharged
workmen, To this emd we  reprint  on
another puge o letter from  the
Foreman of Tue TrinvNg  con-

posing-room to The Evening Post, published
Jowi vk or two ago, So faras we know the facts,
it =tates them correetly,

Briclly, Toe Twinose has, for many yeuars
controlled its own l'lllnllu-iu:-l'mrln, and refu=ed
to recognize any trades-nnion interference, All
its l.‘nlili'h_\iluli worked under  the l‘ll‘l]ll'-‘.;h,_'
I"l‘ll',:i':

“We hereby pledge ourselves to sever onr relations
with Typographlcal Union
whatever,

fwhere any nhow exlal)
N fi, or any printers
and 1o malntain po reldtions of nny sort with any print-
. We pledge ourselves to work In Tue Tuinese
ofMive, wt Trmese  prices and  under TRigese
regulations, We plodge ourselves to give no ald in
any schowe of any  printers’ Unlon to interfere with,
or  guln Tus Tmipse ollles, and we
agtee to furaidh the foreman any Information we moay
have a8 to persons working in Toe Tmwese oflice
fo the fnterest of the Unfon, or as to any of e sclicmes

unton

ers' Ut

coutrol of,

agalost the office, We fuirther ploadge onrs Ives té en-
gnge In no  strike, or combination ton leive
the wmervice of the paper, without at  Jeast  one

week's potiee, atul Bereby agree that any violation of thia
pledge shall forfeit whatevor may be  due ns from
T Trnese Assoolation, ALl this wi plodge ourselves
faithiuily to perform so long as we remaln o said ollice,
wpron oar hotor as printers and gentlemen,

W hold this document still, with the signa-
tures of a number of the recent strikers at-
tached, Their way of Keeping their “wonl,
apon their honor as printers and gentlemen,”

wis too wait  till the  prineipal  proprictor
wius  six lupdred  miles  away  and  the
foreman was sick, amd then, withont one

word of complaint or warning, to strike,  What
therenpon happened the foreman tells, Having
Dioken this pledee, they nest more promptly
broke their new ones, and he was foreed
to turn them out,  Now, beaten at every point,
they  run  about, complaining  that Tue
Trmese did not keep  faith  with
them, aml striving to make the honest laboring
men helieve they have been ill-uged,

They also claim that Tue Trinoxe does not
ity j."niul WIHIEEs, Let nssee,  On an average
week a foreo of over fifty compositors, good,
bad and indifferent, enrned in six doays, of
seven hours, an average payment,  under
our present  prices—the same  that  we
have paid for years past—of $23 23,
enel,  The good workmen earncd above $20
per week, and exceptionally good ones carned
and were paid as high as $80, mud from that to
§12, This for light wok, in the wmost eomtort-
able eomposing-room in Ameviea. The average
for reporters (college-bred  men generally) in
this city is no higher: omd the figures will
compare favorably with the earnings of elorks,
book-keepers and teachers,

These are the men, then, who, having broken
fuith three times over with us, now faney that
they can embroil us with the Inboring men of
the country, and bulty our patrons away,  We
are ready for the issue,  They have tried the
newsdealers and been langhed at for their
pains.  Our cirenlution has advanced every day,
cave one, in the week, under their eftort,  Next
they try the sdvertisers.  Our readers wre the
best cinstomers in New-York 3 aml wo are guite
willing to let them note who truckles to such
dictation,—if anybody does.

SIHO READS AN AMERICAN BOOR??

When that seoffie g question was asked by an Eng-
lish writer it made the American people augry, bt
it was at the lime n just critivism in the main,
Sinco then Amerieans have advaneod so farin self-
knowledge as to bave become addicted rathor over-
wueh to seli-deprecintion, amd so fastidious and ex-
acting are they to-day that their best writors have
to be discovered for them by foreigners,  We are
foud of asking one another when the long looked-
for American novel Is to appeat.  In Enrope, at the
gamo time, there are thoaglitful eritivs who think
tiat it has already risen above the horizon, 1t has
often been the ease that men Linve fuiled to recog-
nize Lhe coming of sowe Avatar because they Lol
formied & wrong conception of him, aud so ignored
bim when he did come,  The prophicts and the poets
whom posterity will exalt to Vallindla may not be
those to whom contemporary sulitages give the
laurel, And 8o it is posaible that we fail 1o appreci-
ate the intelleetunal blessings vouchsafed us, nid
continue to gaze far ont to sea for the coming of un
Argos, whicl is already safely moored i our ports,

We have long been looking to England for onr
fletion, na well as for onr fashions, yot here is what
a thoughtful writer inthe eurrent nnmberof The
Fortuightly Review says: “Tho more one exaniines
the field of contemporary English fiction, the more
surely is one obliged to admit that there is neither
glory to God nor serviee to munkind in it. For it is
unwise to shut our eyes In public to what every one
is saying in private, namely, that English fiction is
in # miserable condition, The fact is well enough
known to others, for a recent article ln the Rerue
dea Dewx Mondes beginag with the statement : * It is
to Ameriea, I:ryo:id all donbt, that we owe to-day
the best novel w in English.”” This is a ver
differout tone from that whick prompted the luqujry,:
# Who rends an Amorican book 1" snd yet it is to be
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feared that we are too Philistine to appreciate duly
the full of that subtle didacticism
which we are told is to be the distinguishing char-
acteristio of the novel of the future, We have made
notable advances, let us recognize Jand be glad be-
cause of it. We have given Europe a new develop-
ment, & new method, in fietion. We have shown
low the naturalistio school, of which Zola is the
lioad, ean work profitably otherwise than in filth;
and we have grafted the cleanness of the Puritan
ideal upon the snalytical subtlety of the modern
French novelist,

But if, as The Fortulghtly reviewer intimates, # the
chief direction of future fiction will be instruction.”
and that ¥ life will become more serious for all of us
in the near future,” {t may perhaps be doubted
whether, after all, the gift we have bronght to the
olil world will be “a joy forever.,” To most people
life is oven too serions now, and if it is not only to
become more solemn, but that solemnity is to be fed
and fostered by a fiction devoted to tremendous
purposes of instruction, there will be many who
will sigh for the flesh-pots of Egypt, and who will
ery, “ Alas! for the cuenmbers and lecks which we
did eat so freely 1" For the prospset of a purely in-
structive fiction is not, to the unregenerate mind,
one of unalloyed delight,

PERSONAL,

General Sheridan is said to be both a good story-
teller and a good listener to the stories of others,

Lord Tennyson D'Eyncourt and Sir Stafford
Northeote are fonrteenth cousing as descendants of
** Old John of Gaunt, time-honored Lancaster.” Mr,
Gladstone is in the eighteenth generation of descent
from Edward [: and 'fmnl Wuﬁ:!ey in_the seven-
teenth from Edward I11.—all despite that fawous

winding sheet of Edward's race,

Professor Sylvester was given on Thursday even-
ing a furewell reception by the Faculty of the
Johns Hopking Umiversity, Among those present
wis Mr. Matthew Arnold, to ,whom Professor 8yl-
vester dedieated his treatiso on “The Laws of
Verse,” and who was present at the farowell rece
tion given to the wminent wathematician byl.lf:
Athenwum Club of London, seven yoars ago, on the
oceasion of his coming to this country,

Alphonse Daudet is forty yearsold, wears his black
hairso long that it reaches his shoulders, and has a
benign, aliost ministerial, countenance, Owing to
his extreme short-sightedness ho some years ago
met with a serious accldent on the street, and since
then he Las walked ont but little, and has become
JiM lw--ll kuu\‘\';l to {'.'_nrln |:=:l-i|i.|-nan Vietor Hiungo used

o be to ommibas drivers, o is grently assisted i
Lis literary work by lu:\\-i!u'. FRRIRREY SOEE IR

At Lissa, in 1886, the Austrian ship Fenlinand
Max, commanded by Baron de Sterneck, destroyed
the Italian ship Re d'ltalia, of which the com-
mander and, indeed, only survivor wus Captain Del
Santo. On November 19, Inst, the officinl gazettes at
Vienva amd Rome announced the respective appoint-
ments of YViee-Admiral Baron de Sterneck us .{Iirlis-
I'r-ruflln- Austrinn Marine, and of Vice-Admiral Del
Santo as Minister of the Itulian Manne,

Word comes of the wedding, at Tokio, Japan, on
Novembor 5, of Miss Stematz Yamagawu to Mr.
Oyano Iw; The bride, un native of Jaupan, waa ed-
nented at Vassar College, and returned to her child-
livod’s home about a gear ago, leaviug belind Ler
in this country muany warm friends, Her Lhusband

« Mininister of War and one of the
e was bovu in Satsuma, amd wis one ol
v earliost amd strongest supportersof the Mikado,
He was edueatet in Franes, and has taken lus
bride ton palatiol bome containing every conven-
ienee aud luxury Kuown o Europeun eivilization,

Oliver Daleymple, of the famons Dalrymple
wheat farm, is doscribied ns a tyy “*Unele Sam "
inappedaranes,  1s faee 15 peaked,” his hair long,
He woears o big white hat amd old-fashioned farm-
er's elothes, and might e mistaken for an antigne
schoolmaster transplauted to the
Nocthwestern praivies,  He s cordial in conversa-

tion amd entirely absorbod in the varions depart-
wents of s business, of which he understands
eviery dotadl, wl in which he manages his host of
]-_'ﬂmn-r- like a general marshalliug s army to bat-
the,

Leo X11L is almost constantly embellishing the
Vatiean insome way, and soperintends all work in
person.  Recently he had some frescoing done, and
he elambered up to the top of the tall seaffold toin-
spect the work at eloss qmarters,  Finding 1t not up
to the standard, le ordered work stopped and all
that had been done effaced, **Send me Seitz at
ones,” e eryl s this mbbish won't de,”  The
painter called for was Ludovieo Seitz, who has re-
stored somo of Raflaclle’s works in the Vatioan, and
undertaken other important commssdions.  He s yot
a yonng man, but has won high runk us a fresco-
painter.

“Mr, Dadne is in town for the winter,” writes a
Phitadelphia Press correspondent, [ ealled on lam
the other day aml had the luek to be admitted to
liis workshop, ‘The sun was streaming in at the
windows, a Jolly good hickory fire was blazing on
the hearth, and the room wos as bright and wairm
anil chieerful as possible, A great big table was
drawn close to the windows, and on it were manu-
seripta and pooofs and documents. The tloor all
wround was strewn with books. The great states-
man seemed fo be engaged in revising some proof
Jdieets of his book, and I am sure he was not over-
joved nt seetng me.  However, ho was polite, as ho
always is, and talked pleasautly on many mliuj-‘vu.
Ho said he was in love with his present work, and
shoulil herenfrer follow the pursait of writing,
Nothing he had ever done was so in harmony with
liis tustes anid he was never so contented and happy.
He eertainly never was wore hearty and vigorous,
and le never lovked better,”

GENERAL NOTES,

A Southern engineer, My, William Golding
of New-Orfvans, suggests the bea of constructing the
framework of lurge exbiliitton bulldiogs which must be
demnlishisd after briel use of wronght irou steam plpes of
stundied length put togetler with stundand fittings in
stich oomannar that they ean be taken apart without in-
Py nnd pold at small Joss when the buildhing is no longer
ueeiled,

Ameriean wheat in Bolhemia, far up the Elbe,
after transportation 1,000 wiles or wore within this
gountry and 3000 by ocenn vessels, 18 naturally lookod
upon as o cotlosity ot Vienna,  But that s harddy an ex-
ewse for the nssertlon ina Vienna dispateh, that this
“ it corgn of Amerloan whoat baported In Aunstreia
Blitps of 5,000
Liut
sl X tion, thy
Whiewt within i fow tuiles
E

lEI Dantibe bs still Anteresting.
The only manufactory of entlery in Canada
B Jist Deen estublished ut Moutreal, beginning with
forty workinen brouglit over from Sheflleld.  *“ It Ia
plessing,” remarks 1% S John's News, * to hear of the
estublishment. of new and promising indastrios (n any
part of the Dominton, but it seems to us that there ure
loentitlos In the Marithms Provinoes better fitted to be-
o the seat of entlery faotorles than Montreal,  These
s iave resontees ad Taellitles for viarions kids
f anufuetare that eapitidists st slow to turn to good
necount, "

A Philadelphin Musemin has jnst boen en-
rlelied by the arclval of five Botocudo Indinns feom Bra-
atl. The wost consplewos o characteristio of s teibe,
pot excepting thelr peonliinr hatred of water and love of
bhuan flesh, 1 thele custom of woarlpg dises of wosd
fnserted ln slits dn thelr eirs and nnder Hps, which are
thius streteled a grotesgie and felghtful manoer. Cae
of those visiting Bo vewdos Is o womnnn whoso ears bang
doswvin upon e shionlders, to the admdration aod despale
of her rivals at Yone,  This enstom of voluntary wutila-
tlop s sabil to bee dying out, the older wowen nlone ald-
hering to It with any degiee of enthusivam.

Credit for the most elaborate scheme ever
devised by wmerehant to nttraet customers must probabily
s awardd to nodry goods e In Melbourne, Austealin,
Whether or not It will prouce the desleed result romalns
to be seen.  Beldnd the sbop ls o lnrge girden, oria-
montid with avinries and aquaris, in which open-ale
concerts, voenl and instrumental, will be given dadly.

FERATRISER sy
MUSIO—THE DEAMA.
A PERFORMANCE OF “THE MESSIAH.”

The first of the annual performancesof “ The Mes«

siah,” which help to enliven the gracious

mastide, took place at the Academy of Music in
Brooklyn last night, The occasion was the third
concert of the Brooklyn Philbarmonie Society, and
the full chorus of the society washeard for the first
time this season, The solo singers were Miss Amy
Sherwin, Miss Emily Winant, Mr. Theodore Toedt,
all of this city, and Mr. J. F. Winch, of Boston,

‘I'here were no new features in the performance ex- -

cept (if it ean be considered a new feature) that the
recitative “He was cut off,” and the ar,
“But Thou didst mnot leave his sonl
in  Hell,” which are wusually sung
by the soprano, were this time sung by Mr. Toedt.
No violence was done to tradition, however, by the
change, Handel's pencil notes on the pages
of the autograph of the oratorio, aud the various
conducting scores used at different times by him,
not only show that he was indifferent to the keysia
which the airs of * The Messish ” were sung, but also
that he frequently interchanged the tenor and sopra-
no, and thebasso and contralto réles, Last night the
change inured to the advantage of the musie,for Mr,
Toedt sang his musioc with lavely voice and unfail-
ing intonation,while Miss Sherwin's efforts were all

marred more or less by a tendency to sh
B o B e T e b

vocalist, whose voice has ned considerably
in power since she last sang hgr:i in public, and has
lost none of the brilliancy, elearness and xiluli?.'
which have always been its charae qnu

iti Miss Winaul's wus the best of the solo
singing, Mr. Winch's work not bein effoctive
a5 1t has been on former occasions, thore is &

at lnck of efficient wen singers is a fact that s

rought to mind vividly with ave;{ E:r!uuuanu of
an oratorio in city, It is m the credit 5
New-York that, in spite of ber throbbing musi
life, Boston coutinues to be the true home of urt
torio music. Mr., Toeedt is really our only capal
orutorio tenor, and for basses we have long diawn
on the New-England capital.

The oratorio was given with the additional ae-
companiments of Robert nz, who retained most
of the iuutmmeu'gl features introduced by Mozart
and supplied others in the manner followed by
him in lus editions of the old music masters,

1+ he need of the filling np of the orchestra scors
is always felt when ** rhe Messiah” is
as it was last night, without the help of an organ;
and even then the additional accompaniments do
not supply the place of the instrument which in
Handel's hands was the prime factor in the wecom-
paniment, |1 he Brooklyn Aeademy ought to have
un organ, The chorussang with tnuefulness, prompt-
ness, awd vigor,

—_——
AN EVENING OF ENGLISH GLEES,
That there are a great many persons in New-

York who ar  refofeed  that Misa Beebe bhas
returned, snd  that  this  faet has  Indoepd Mr.
(ieorge E, Alken to revert to his oll custom of

brightoning a few evening everys winter with a coneert of
bullads, glees and part songs was attested by the numbers
character snd temper of the awdlenee that met jg
Chickering  Ilall  last night. It was the first
of &  mew  (md o  lrief)  series  of
gloeful evenlngs in wihich Miss Beelwe and My, Alken had
thi belp of Mrs, Sarah B, Anderson (contralto), Willlam
Denntson aud George D. Elland (tenors), and W.H, Beckets
(baritonc), awd C. Florlo (plano-forte), The prograame
wis eompasid, for the greater part, of modorn sentimental
pleces, but the enthistastic appreciation of these by the
wnitienoe, and the wanal desire Tor o donble measaro of ep-
foyment, enabled the 2ingers to interpoliste several huigors
olg glees towanl the close, which sent everybody home in
£reat good homor and with wany efucalatlons touching
tie admirubieness of the entertaloment,  The organiza
tion s composed of s r= who have o sympt
knowledge of the natire of the care-dispelling musde to
which the eoncerts are devoted, volees that blend
beantifuily, and commewdablo taste,  In Miss Boebe the
club  posscsaes  the  leading  expouent of  this
class of musie I s conntry :mn Itisa pleasure always
to hear her voiee, whother in 514:'u1uu}' with the others or
nlone.  Last night she sang two of Rubinstelu's songs,
Bosldes dodug her share th the eovtcerted omsle, and wo
charmed her honeers thit she was not let off nntil sho had
mdedend, ** Wi Eee Sucks," which was wore In Keope
I with the o of the programme, though pot such good
iisie, I‘.‘au Wit uot bear old Madrignls at the nexs
coneert

———
A CONCERT FOR YOUNG PEOI'LE.

The first of the concerts which Mr, Thomas
has arranged to bring orcliestral musle to the understands
Ing of the young people touk place yesterday afternoom
in Mteluway Hall, The awdlonee did not fill all the chairs
in the room, but humdreds of children and youns misses
wore  present and the plan, which las much 1o
comnmend 1, was proved o be successful.  The
misie seleeted by Mr, Thomas was of the highest ¢lass of
excellence,but the pleces all coututned elements that mads
casy and direct pppealto the facultios of eldldren of wod-
erate growth, To md the fancy & few uotes were printed
on the programme  explonatory  of the orchestral
pleees, The fucts that gvpsy tnnes were In the overture

to *FPrecioss,”  and  that the * Waldlweben™  from
Wiainer's  “Sleghled™  woas  descriptive  of  the
wrtitiids that  aecompanted the wusings  of
the liero of the Nihelung

tutl‘llc'z
{u the forest, wore pointed, but this feature of the plan

s valuable us almost to be essential and the notes ought
to b fuller and stmplor,  OF course Cue mnsio was beauti-

fully performed,  Miss Ay Sherwln sane > GH ul
o Liferuo ™ from Muozart's “ Mugte p?:é‘; »
n Lirtitiant wanner, but lier

n
Nittle Usteners wore mom moved by © Withilo a Mile of
Eadinbore’ Town,” which was ber seeond selection.  The
uext watiies will occur on January 12,

.._.._.

MR, MAPLESON'S SUPPLEMENTAL SEASON,

Mr, Mapleson’s company will sing this week
i Montreal, and to-tnorrow week will open a snbseription
senson of nlno nights at the Academy of Musie in this
elty, The ropertory of the tirst week, b;fluulng on De-
veiber 31, has beon fxed as follows: omln‘y. Muwn,
Patth lu * A s Wednesday, Mo, Gerster m * L'Elisie
A" Awore™; Friday, Mue, Patti in * Crispino o la Comar ™
Suturday alternooy, Mwe, Gerster i Faust,”

it i
THEATRICAL INCIDENTS.
Salsbury’s Troubadonrs are to appear at the

Third Avenue Theatre on Docember 31, and may be soen
there during Now Yoar's week,

Bouvenirs will be given to all ladies who at-
tend the opening performance of ** Hazel Kirke ™ on Mon-

duy night ut the Grand Opera Honse, ‘The cost with
wiiel Uils well-known plece will be revived is as followst

TUTETT T AT U R——————————— T S
Murey Kirke ...
Hurel Kitke. .

Dally Dutiogn. ..
Fualy Carriugfol
Arthur Carvingtond
PIttacus Green.

J. G, tiraliame
e Walt Lapper
W, HL Uronplon

W, B Caliil

MUSICAL NOTES,
There will be special musie, with brass ine
struments, for the Christiius seasor, at Christ Clurch,

Fitthave. and Thirty-tfthst., under the Wrection of

Jumes Pearve,
" The Christmas performanee of “The Mes-
slah ™ by the Oratorlo Seelety will take place ot the Acad-
emy of Music on Thursday evenlng; the usual public res
besrsul will occur on the preceding afternoon,  The sole
slugers will bo Mra, E. J. Grant, Mme, Trebelli (her firsg
uppearunee In oraterio 1o this country), O, 1. Thompson
wnd Max Helnrich,

Rossini's ** Stabat Mater™ will be repeated at
tho concert in the Meiropolitan Opera House this even
Ing. The solo parts will beln the bands of Mesdames

Vallerta and Sealehl and Signorl Campaninl aud Novars.
Afier Rosstol's work there will be o miscellunenis con-
cert ot which the ballet musie of “Glocoudo ™ will be
played by tha orchestra, and Mme, Fursch-Madl, Mme,
Sealoll, M, Vapoul, Sig. Hasclusann wud Sig.Vorgara will
L

BILS OF CRITICISM,

Newseaver Wrimine.—A  sushing admirer
once  contlited

of & fumous wewspaper  writer

to the world that  oene  of  that writer's e
Moyers  had  nformed  ber, the gusher, that the
}.-sulml! newspaper  writer's  first el artivia

Wi “ like o poen.” 10 was nnkindly remurked that it so
It must bave been an exceedingly bad lesding wrticle,
‘Che truth is that what Journabsm proper hes o do ls
perfeetly different from what posts or auy artists in mat-
ter that 1s to lust bave todo. Every now then, no
doubr, some skiltul or luoky eraftsman hits the mean and

roddiccs somelhing which, meant for the mouwent, lusts.
ut then it will genernily Do found that the stiruction

conslats elther 1 some new and steiking qualities ol »LE&
| | r a

The bascment of the large bullding has been dited up 3:&',’,5’..“;‘2 e nu.r'; Trom ];m o :ﬁl:-:lm
with all the convenlencos of o ¢lab for gentlemen, in- mm-m.mu'uﬂm Grazelte.

elnding w Hbeary and restding-room, and & restaurant,
A cosey apartment withsludlar secessories hins been pro=
vided for Lulles,

“ Arthur's Home for Boys™ at Summit, N,
J., was eatiablished in April of last yeur as o meworial of
Arthur Klingle Holmes, nn only ehiid, whose death from
hydroplhobila gronsed much sympothy wherover tho dis-

ArxoLp's Coxguring witi e BisLe.—Even
thoss who grant Mr, Arnold his virtusl denial of the
of the Hible, eannot muntoin, with the suallest hope
ImlluL ¥ 1 by the jiud nt the thinkiog w
that lins ploas for Titnt teatdistim of signideance which
insists on wssiguing to the Bible, will bold wator for a
moment. To empty the most personal religion o the
world of all Its ]mumnlltf. wnid then o assure won Lhag

tressing elrenmstonees which attendod 1t were known, | notbing is changed, that I is left more solid than before,

Though only elght ye ! 3 g Is the entorprise of o conjuror, not of a wan of lotters,
S e r“"? i M.' e uf.ht' d“:m gl And of this we feel ubmlullzu confident, that even if

Doyl moulfestod o sing 1y unselfah in the negutive so to which Mr. bel

welfare snd happlucss of others, sud his mother detor- u-mmﬁ. that :ehwl. will regard wllhnhﬂf-?u

mined to moake o Uitle sum of money which he Lad | scorn Mr, Arnold's effort to nwl.het:mhlgo :t%

earned the nuclews of o fund for the estabilisliueut of an
orphan’s howe in hls memory.  The bome, though under
Episeopal direction, I8 entirely nusvotarinn In Its pur-

poses wiid management, O?hnnho
gmm»ﬁmu m&'p'n':a

feocived froo | apeesh and n condoel.  thay
Xk~ e L of oot

e

Lk e AJI-'..I-L.'A'JE.'I.I'.IL“HEI:I- -

which he has done bls very best to
Lonion Spectator.
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